Procainamide-induced psychosis.
The occurrence of procainamide-induced psychosis has not been mentioned previously in the nursing literature and is rarely reported in the medical literature. With the increasing use of procainamide in patients with both atrial and ventricular dysrhythmias, it is quite possible that nurses may encounter the phenomenon more frequently. It is also possible that it has been mistaken previously for ICU or psychologically-induced psychosis. Nurses routinely monitoring patients for physiologic effects of procainamide should also be alert for psychological effects as well. The onset of acute psychological sequelae such as procainamide-induced psychosis further complicates care of physiologically compromised patients. Rapid identification and intervention is important. It is especially important to listen to patient and family cues.